Kawasaki Gtyresidents can
express therropmions by
voting inlocal referendums
onimportant decisions
concerming numnicipal
governance

What sort of decisions canbe put to alocal referendum?

The decisionmustimeettwo basic conditions:

e [tmust concern a current or future issue that could have significant effect on the public welfare of Kawasaki citizens.

e There must be a significant difference of opinion between Kawasaki citizens, the municipal assembly and the mayor,
making it necessary to directly confirm public support, or lack of support.
HBwever, evenif the above conditions are met, alocal referendumcarnmotbe held whenthe decisionfalls outside the
scope allowed understatutory regulations, orwhenitfalls undercertainordinances.

Who 1s eligible to vote?

"This city’s residents aged 18 orolderregistered as living inthis city contimously foratleast three months canvote ina

municipalreferendumif they meeteitherof the following conditions.

e 'The personis aJapanese citizer

¢ 'The personis aforeignnational who is a Permmanent Resident, orSpecial Permanent Resident, orhas held the Status
of Residence mJapanforatleastthree years. (Regarding the period of registrationinthe Basic Resident Register; the
periodof registrationinthe Alien Registration Card priorto July 8, 2012 will alsobe added.)
However, persons who fall under the causes of disqualification prescribed by the Public Offices Election Act (including for-
eignnationals who fall underthe same causes) are noteligible to vote inalocal referendum




°- Fbwis alocal referenduminitiated?

¢ Kawasaki citizens, murnicipal assembly members, orthe mayorcanpropose areferendum
* Any Kawasaki citizeneligible to vote ina local referendumcan demand to issue one i that person has collected the
signatures of at least 10 percent of Kawasaki citizens likewise qualified to vote. After a citizen has collected the neces
sary signatures and submitted aformalrequest, the mayorpresents the decisionto the muricipal assermbly.
(The mumnicipal assemblywill debate evenreferendums putforward by the mayor:)

*- Whenare local referendums held?
Inprirciple, alocal referendumis held onthe same day as the citywide elections, whichis 60 days afterthe nitial referer

dumarmouncemment.
* Inurgent situations, astand- alore local referendummaybe held.

What kind of voting systemis inplace ?

* \bters marktheirballotby drawing acircle beside the For o Against box.

¢ Asystemforeartyvoting and absentee voting is inplace fromthe day afterthe referendumannouncement to the day
before the referendumvote. Supportservices forvoters with physical disabilities, Braille ballots, and proxyvoting are
alsoavailable.

e \/oting will take place at specified polling stations.

*- Fbwis referenduminformation provided?

"The city maintains aneutral positionforall referendums and shall provide necessary informationto eligible voters in
easyto-understand terms.

What are the rules for voting campaigns?

¢ [ ocalreferendumcanmpaigns carmotbe held undercertaincircunstances, suchas whenthe referendumcampaign
overlaps withanelectioncanpaign.

¢ Anyactionthatinterferes withthe free will of citizens to castavote, suchas vote buying orthreats, oranyactionthat
mterferes with the referendumprocess is forbiddenby mumicipal bylaws.

°- Bbwwill referendumresults be used?

"The mumnicipal assembly and the mayorwill respect the results of referendums to assist with theirdecisions onmunics
palpolicy.
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