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Representative Assembly for Foreign Residents 10th Term
Proposals

After two years of investigation and discussion, the Representative Assembly makes requests of the
city of Kawasaki on topics that they feel are particularly important. These requests take the form of
proposals. In the 10th term, we have settled on the five proposals given below. These proposals are set to
be presented to the mayor, together with the annual report, when we report to him in April.
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|  In order to improve support for foreign residents (information provision and distribution,
advice services) and multicultural life (cross-cultural encounters, improved international
understanding, gathering places and network creation), we propose that the city promote the
creation of local hubs to act as intermediates in linking residents both to the city government
and to each other.

1 Establish “Multicultural Lounges” (tentative name) in several locations within the city.

2 Kawasaki International Association should work to take on a leading role in creating a network and

mutual connections between these “lounges”, in cooperation with the city government.
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|| 'We propose that the city promote the provision of multilingual information on childbirth
and child raising, so that foreign residents can raise their children in Japan without undue
stress.

1 Improve publicity for and knowledge of the foreign-language maternity record books, and make them
available at registration windows.

2 Encourage the production of multilingual versions of the child raising guide books produced by each ward,

and work to make them available to foreign residents so that they can be effectively utilized.



[l 'We propose that the entrance examination system for high schools and post-entry support
for children with foreign roots be improved, so that no such children have to give up on
advancing to high school due to the language barrier.

1 Introduce a special entry system for Kawasaki City High Schools that takes account of the situation of

children with foreign roots.

2 Urge Kanagawa prefecture to increase the number of schools and quota in its current special admissions
category for prefectural residents with foreign roots, and loosen the current condition of less than three

years’ residence. Further, urge them to particularly extend the category to high schools within Kawasaki.

3 Ensure that the support for students with foreign roots is not only limited to special measures for the
entrance exams, but also includes Japanese language support and other necessary assistance to help them

get integrated into school life after entering high school.
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[V We propose that the city act to bring an end to accommodation discrimination.

1 Establish advice centers to advance efforts to bring an end to accommodation discrimination.

2 Publicize the Kawasaki Basic Housing Ordinance to foreign residents, as well as to real estate agencies and
landlords.

3 Take steps to encourage the use of Kawasaki Residential Support.
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V  We propose that the city improve its provision of information in “Easy Japanese” .

1 Create guidelines for “Easy Japanese”.

2 In addition to increasing the amount of information available in “Easy Japanese” on the city webpage,

redesign the webpage to gather the information and make it easier for foreign residents to use.

* Detailed information on the proposals, including the situations and reasoning behind them, can

be found, in Japanese, in the annual report of the Representative Assembly for fiscal year 2015. The annual

report is distributed at meetings of the Representative Assembly, and can also be consulted at ward offices,

community centers, and libraries in the city. Further, it can be downloaded from the city’s web pages.
(http://www.city kawasaki.jp/250/page/0000042762.html)
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( Looking Back on the Representative Assembly)

The 10th term of the Representative Assembly finished in March 2016. The representatives offer their

reflections on their activitie
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Bonjour!

Fort de mon expérience en tant que résident de la ville de Kawasaki, jai
eu la chance de beneficier de la gentillesse caracteristique de la
population locale, qui vous accepte tout naturellement.

Cest une ville qui fascine par la grandeur de I'Ame, et le charme de sa
population.

A celn g'ajoute Ia volonté des autorites locales, qui, dotees de I'Arrété

i o, 512 Muninicipal No.25, du 3 octobre 1996, encourage la participation active
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Message from the Chair

In the 10th term of the Representative Assembly I, working with all the members, tried to change the
established way of doing things. We had a keynote address at the Open Meeting in the first year, and in the
second year, last year, we held a workshop. I am delighted that so many of the representatives were able to take
the lead in this process on their own initiative.

Further, I believe that we were able to complete our proposals thanks to the meaningful discussions we had
with everyone who attended the Open Meetings. I would like to take this opportunity, on behalf of the
Representative Assembly, to thank everyone who attended those meetings, the people who served as
commentators, the university professors who participated, as well as everyone in the secretariat, and other city
civil servants, who supported us behind the scenes.

I should also like to thank all the representatives, who supported me, the vice-chair, and the chairs of the
subcommittees. I am honored to have had the opportunity to serve as chair.

Last but not least, I hope that those members who will remain for the 11th term will be able to
work well with the new members, and create an even better Representative Assembly. Thank

you for the last two years.
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Joachim Senou, Chair, 10th term
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Editorial Afterword

4

Time passes so quickly. No sooner have we finished one newsletter than the deadline for the next is
upon us, and we have to think of ideas for articles. In the midst of that, two years have passed before we
knew it. Along with the delight that the proposals have been safely completed, | feel a little sad that this
is the last newsletter.

| hope that the information we have provided over these two years has been
of some use to all of you. I would like to express my gratitude to everyone
involved in the preparation of these newsletters, and to everyone reading them.
I am sure that the newsletter will, in the next term with new members, provide
reports of the Representative Assembly’s activities, and offer a wide range of
useful information. 1 hope that you will continue to enjoy reading it.

) M

Daniela Dittmar

<Inquiries> The Human Rights and Gender Equality Office, Citizens’ and Children’s Affairs Bureau, Kawasaki City Office

Frontier Building 9F, 11-2 Ekimaehoncyo, Kawasaki-ku, Kawasaki City 210-0007

Phone: 044-200-2359 Fax: 044-200-3914 E-mail: 25gaikok@city.kawasaki.jp
Your opinions regarding this newsletter and/or the Assembly are always welcome.
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