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Participation in the Multicultural Festival Saiwai

On Saturday, February 17, members of the Representative Assembly participated in the
“Multicultural Festa Saiwai” held at the Saiwai Civic Center. On the day of the event, representatives
were in charge of the multicultural café space in the lobby. While serving a variety of teas from around
the world, including corn tea, yuzu tea, honey black tea, yerba mate tea, jasmine tea, and chai tea, we

ran a quiz time, promoted the Representative Assembly, and had fun interacting with the participants.

« Impressions from a Representative »

Multicultural Festa Saiwai was a wonderful event where different cultures and traditions came
together under one roof to deepen exchange and understanding. By participating in this Festa, | was
able to experience the cuisines and cultures of many different countries and regions and feel the great

diversity of the world.

| was particularly impressed by the sheer diversity of both the beautiful costumes and traditional
crafts from different cultures of different countries on display, as well as the delicious food on sale. It
was also a wonderful experience for the participants to be able to freely interact and learn about each

other’s cultures.

Through this festival, | was reminded of the importance of respecting and co-existing with different
cultures and traditions. | also learned that while | am proud of the culture of my home country, Vietnam,

it is important to be interested in and deepen my understanding of other cultures as well.

Nguyen Nu Huong Giang



14 Term Representative Assembly
< PROPOSALS >

The Representative Assembly has made requests to Kawasaki City as “proposals” based on the
results of two years of research and deliberation.

This time, we, the 14th term representatives, have summarized the following three requests as
proposals. The proposals will be reported to the Mayor in April together with the annual report.

[1] Enhance multilingual and “easy Japanese” language support so that foreign residents can
spend their prenatal and postpartum periods with peace of mind.

1. Utilize a leaflet on prenatal and postpartum support prepared in multiple languages by the
Representative Assembly for foreign residents living in Kawasaki City.

2. Promote the use of “easy Japanese” for information on prenatal and postpartum support.

3. Include information on prenatal and postpartum support in the pages of child-rearing guidebooks
prepared by each ward for foreign residents.

4. Promote and raise awareness on the “Support Guide for Moms and Babies” created by the
Researching and Supporting Multi-Cultural Healthcare Service (RASC).

[2] Raise awareness among service providers and inform them regarding the system so that
foreign residents can use the long-term care insurance system and receive services with
peace of mind.

Conduct training on multicultural understanding for nursing care and welfare workers.
Conduct training on “easy Japanese” for nursing care and welfare workers.

Create a version of “Hello, Long-Term Care Insurance” into “easy Japanese.”

P w N e

Promote and raise awareness on the multilingual version of “Hello, Long-Term Care Insurance” in
“easy Japanese” so that it will be more widely used.

[3] Promote the development of systems and environments to meet the diverse Japanese
language learning needs of foreign residents.

1. Based upon the “Kawasaki City Regional Japanese Language Education Promotion Policy,” promote
the development of systems and environments for Japanese language learning.

2. Promote the use of ICT (Information and Communication Technology) to enhance learning
opportunities.

3. Conduct a survey to understand the needs of foreign residents for Japanese language learning.

e For details on the proposals, please refer to the “Annual Report of the Representative Assembly
for Foreign Residents <Fiscal Year 2023>.”

e The annual report is distributed at the meeting venue of the Representative Assembly for Foreign
Residents, and is also available at ward offices, civic centers, libraries, and other locations. It can
also be downloaded from the city’s website.

http://www.city.kawasaki.jp/250/page/0000042762.html




Looking back on the Representative Assembly

March 2024 marks the end of the 14th term of the Representative Assembly. Here are some
comments and reflections from the representatives who completed their terms.
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Greetings from the Assembly Chairperson

The 14th Representative Assembly started its 14th term with the coronavirus disaster, and there was
some concern that we might not be able to do as much as we would like this term. However, while
taking sufficient infection control measures, we were able to hold the first Open Meeting since the
coronavirus outbreak and participate in a citizen’s festival and other events. During the Open Meeting,
we were able to exchange ideas with many participants from within the city and beyond, some of
which helped lead to the proposals for the 14th term.

With the change of the coronavirus status to Class 5 last May, the activities of the Representative
Assembly also expanded. The Representative Assembly also participated in the Executive Committee
for Commemorative Projects, in order to make the 100th anniversary of the city’s incorporation even
more exciting. Last September, in keeping with the “Global x Sports” theme of Colors, Future! Actions,
the Representative Assembly held a social event with the American football team, Fujitsu Frontiers,
under the theme “Representative Assembly x Sports.”

In addition, we were able to promote the assembly widely through publicity at events, interviews on
TV and in magazines, and lectures at elementary and high schools. A variety of activities were engaged,
and the 14th Representative Assembly was a very satisfying experience for all representatives.

Last but not least, we were able to successfully complete the 14th term thanks to the cooperation
and support of Mayor Fukuda and the city council members, the secretariat who supported the
activities of the assembly, the experts who came to the Open Meeting as commentators, the
International Center who provided the venue, all the observers who came to the meeting, and
everyone who took an interest in and warmly cared for the Representative Assembly. | would like to
express my sincere thanks to all. | sincerely hope that Kawasaki City will continue to develop as a lively
city full of diversity.

14th Term Chairperson, Perera Lahiru Sanketha

/: Why not attend a meeting?
' - 15th

Term Representative Assembly, 1%t Session, 1%t Day ——

DATE and TIME: April 21, 2024 (Sunday), From 2pm to 5pm
LOCATION: Kawasaki City Hall, Main Building, 2nd Floor Hall (1 Miyamoto-cho, Kawasaki-ku, Kawasaki City)

Anyone may come to listen to the discussions of the Assembly. Come and see the Assembly at work!

<Inquiries>
Multicultural Promotion Section, Citizens’ Affairs Department, Citizens’ and Cultural Affairs Bureau
1 Miyamoto-cho, Kawasaki-ku, Kawasaki City 210-8577
Tel : 044-200-2846 Fax : 044-200-3707 E-mail : 25gaikok@city.kawasaki.jp
Looking forward to your opinions or impressions about the Assembly or this newsletter.
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