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Session 1: OPENING SESSION 10:00 – 13:15, Monday, 22 October 2007

Hari Srinivas opened the session by welcoming the participants to the Kawasaki round table discussion on behalf

of UNEP-IETC.

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) works at the regional level and is represented in developing

countries around the world with headquarters in Nairobi, Kenya. The UNEP International Environmental

Technology Centre (IETC) offices in Japan are a global magnate with projects in Africa, Latin America, eastern and 

central Europe, as well as in Asia.

The three pillars of the UNEP are disaster management, water environment, and the current project on Eco-towns, 

which is within the context of UNEP sustainable production and consumption (SPC).

Japan and Kawasaki in particular, has been very successful in solving environmental problems through

collaborations such as the Eco-town initiative: basically, industrial parks with environmentally-friendly policies. In

this context, strong roles are played by the local government, the local communities, the universities in the region,

etc.

This was the second year of round-table discussions taking place in the last fall to connect the Eco-business forums;

the Fourth Annual Eco-business Forum takes place in January 2008. The topic “Green Procurement and

Consumer-oriented Sustainable Lifestyles” focuses on the demand/consumer side of production. The objectives of

this discussion were for follow-up on the implementation measured taken in the respective cities, to plan for future

activities, as well as for mutual learning, for example, through lessons-learned from Kawasaki.

Self-Introduction and Presentation by the Cities

Bandung, Indonesia:

The Bandung Eco-Town Plan is based on the Kawasaki Seven Point Guiding Principles and the Evolution Schemes 

with the aim of advancing from a developing industrial Eco-Town directly to a Sustainable Eco-Technology City. The

results of the Survey for Industrial Waste Exchange were presented along with industry case studies. Waste

exchange challenges were discussed before proposals for Bandung’s 2008-2009 agenda were introduced, including

hopes of a five city Eco-Town partnership.



Danang, Vietnam:

 An overview of Danang’s socio-economic development was presented, followed by environmental issues relating to 

the pollution of coastal waters, lakes, rivers and underground waters, as well as air pollution and limitations in solid 

wastes management. Subsequently, the state of public green areas and challenges to green area development were 

discussed, as was the issue of flooding. In conclusion, the building project “Danang – Environment city” was 

proposed.

Mumbai, India:

 Actions towards the creation of green or sustainable lifestyles in Mumbai include the Slum Adoption Scheme and 

Reduction Programmes, cleanliness and sanitation ordinance, efforts to formalize the rag pickers and scrap dealers, 

and supporting citizens groups through Advanced Locality Management, etc. Additional efforts are needed to 

improve waste management. Difficulties include lack of knowledge and political will, cultural blocks, the 

implementation of laws, and the lack of public-private partnerships. 

Penang, Malaysia:

The status of Penang as an Eco-Town was summarized based on the principle that good environmental policy is 

good economic policy. Innovations were discussed regarding land use, open space preservation, and the ecological 

footprint, as well as themes of the Sustainable Penang Initiative. Finally, challenges were presented relating to 

development processes, products and waste, as well as the countermeasures taken in order to make Penang a more 

livable city. 

Session 2: GREEN PURCHASING 13:45 – 16:30, Monday, 22 October 2007

Through group work and discussion, the participants concluded that efforts are necessary to raise awareness in

order to link environmental action to lifestyle change and economic development.



Kazuhiro Kusakabe, Global Environment Centre (GEC):

 Eco-Towns contribute to a sound material-cycle society by creating socio-economic systems with the support of 

strong national legislation, local policies and approaches, subsidies, and partnership among stakeholders such as 

governments, industry and the local community. Case of joint-environmental activities at the factory, industry sector, 

and community levels were presented, such as the Minamata Eco-town Festival. The goal is to create a sustainable 

society through green procurement throughout the entire product lifecycle. 

Hiromi Mori, International Green Purchasing Network (IGPN):

 Green purchasing was introduced with numerous examples of eco-products or environmentally-friendly products 

and services that promote green businesses. Main principles include considering the necessity of the product, its life 

cycle environmental impacts, and the environmental friendliness of suppliers. International Green Purchasing 

Network’s (IGPN) mission, its organisational structure, members, responsibilities, and activities were presented. 

Finally, results of environmental awareness and attitudinal research in Asia were discussed. 

Session 3: SPOTLIGHT ON KAWASAKI CITY 9:00 – 12:00, Tuesday, 23 October 2007 

Key themes of the discussion were relationship between ecology and economy from the city’s and citizen’s

perspective as well as the responsibilities of local government, trade and business, consumers and citizens.

Kenji Hirose, Deputy Manager, in charge of promotion of global warming countermeasure, Environment Bureau,

City of Kawasaki:

Eco-Office and Environment Management Plans, which incorporate action targets such as green purchasing aimed

at reducing greenhouse gas emissions, were introduced by Kawasaki’s Global Warming Countermeasures Regional

Promotion. And Kawasaki Global Warming Countermeasures Council has citizen, business, school and

administration divisions which carry out awareness-raising activities and the promotion of energy saving measures 

and environment-conscious life styles through eco-driving, etc., in order to create a “virtuous cycle of environment 

and economy.”



Chizuko Tokuno, Green Consumer Group:

 The Kawasaki Global Warming Countermeasures Council citizens’ division hands-on Green Consumer Group 

introduces the Ten Rules for Green Consumers, to promote the use of “my bag,” eco-cooking and eco-shopping based 

on. The Group has created website and implements the campaigns for “Local Production for Local Consumption” . 

The Group cooperated with Bremen Shopping Street in Kawasaki, which gains subsidy from kawasaki City , on 

“1-store/1-eco movement” and “Questionnaire on the use of Plastic Shopping Bags” 

Session 4: LIFESTYLES AND THE ENVIRONMENT 13:45 – 14:45, Tuesday, 23 October 2007 

The participants had a lively question and answer and discussion session on the topics presented, related to best

practices and how to make use of wisdom in the 21st Century.

Saburo Kato, Special Advisor to the Mayor of Kawasaki:

Traditional culture, philosophy and wisdom should be combined with current lifestyles and applied to political,

economic and social decision making in today’s globalized world. For example, similarly to other Asian countries,

Japanese traditional wisdom emphasizes spiritual over material wealth, peace of mind and satisfaction, the

importance of social harmony and the family, community and other social units, freedom of the spirit, respect for 

ancestors and for future generations.

Tsuyoshi Fujita, National Institute of Environmental Studies (NIES):

NIES is working to create an international framework for sustainable and symbiotic Eco-towns based on the

concepts of green business and green consumption through the creation of sound material-cycle , recycling-based

societies, waste management, and strategy of inter-industrial cooperation. Some proposals are to develop policy and

research guidelines through partnerships and cooperation to share technology, databases, methodology, evaluation

and certification processes. 

Session 5: INTERNAL DISCUSSION WORKSHOP 9:00 – 12:00, Wednesday, 24 October 2007

Discussion and group work was carried out to take into consideration actual projects that are being implemented in

Kawasaki, Penang and Bandung, necessary partnerships and follow-up activities in participating cities. 



Public Forum 14:00 – 17:30, Wednesday, 24 October 2007

After presentations by the participating cities and comments from METI, IGES, Japan for Sustainability, and the

City of Kawasaki representatives, a public question and answer and discussion session took place.

Mayor Takao Abe, City of Kawasaki

Mayor welcomed the participants of the public forum and thanked the sponsors of the event. Local government,

citizens, businesses and other organizations were called upon to continue to work together to develop strategies and

guidelines for Eco-towns initiative and to promote the themes of Green Procurement and Consumer-oriented

Sustainable Lifestyles. Kawasaki is likewise committed and appreciates the efforts of UNEP and GEC toward these

goals.

Presentations by participating cities

Bandung, Indonesia:

Bandung expressed Kawasaki to provide English information on Eco-town development, as well as a meeting and

internship program between Bandung and Kawasaki. It requested GEC(Supporter of UNEP IETC) assistance in

Indonesian eco-town policy making, donation of a chopping and composting machine, technical assistance, local

capacity building and eco-partnerships. Eco-town development goals were proposed to facilitate information

exchange among participating cities.

Danang, Vietnam:

Danang introduced projects for urban development planning, pollution prevention and control, the prevention of 

environmental degradation, the protection of natural resources, biodiversity, river water sheds and seas, and

cultural heritage. Proposed solutions included enhancing community awareness and responsibility, the creation of 

environmental policies and improving government’s capacities through increased budgets from the central

government, ODA investment and international cooperation programs, as well as the implementation of sanctions to

limit polluting activities. 



Mumbai, India:

 Mumbai’s eco-friendly activities include public partnership with citizens’ groups, programs initiated by the 

Mumbai Municipal Cooperation, environmental regulations, corporate initiatives, awareness training, the 

development of waste management systems and new landfills. Mumbai requested that the city of Kawasaki adopt 

one municipal ward as a model or pilot project to inspire further innovation and development. Interaction between 

Kawasaki and Mumbai’s local officials and exchange of technical know-how were encouraged. 

Penang, Malaysia:

 Penang is currently formulating an Action Plan, forming steering, technical, and working committees, finalizing a 

Memorandum of Understanding with UNEP and setting up a pilot demonstration. Proposed activities include 

workshops on selecting and possibly extending the project area, a stakeholder workshop and exhibition, and drafting 

a definition of Penang’s Eco-Town. Support was requested on the analysis and documentation of Eco-towns, and for 

preparing the inventory and other necessary reports. 

Comments

Hideki Kimizuka, Director, Environmental Industries Office, Environmental Policy Division, Industrial Science and 

Technology Policy and Environment Bureau:

Mr. Hideki Kimizuka commented on METI’s promotion of industrial development based on the realization that the 

increase in green consumers had forced businesses to likewise focus on eco-management systems and energy saving, 

recycling and reuse methods. Consequently, numerous environmental management and environmental business 

assistance projects have been created, Life Cycle Assessments and databases, material flow cost accounting, model 

businesses, green servicing business and METI’s Eco-Products Exhibitions, and Eco-Leaf Label for ISO certification. 

Akira Ogihara, Senior Researccher, Waste Management and Resources Project, Institute for Global Environmental

 Strategies (IGES)

Mr. Akira Ogihara introduced IGES and explained their policy-oriented research themes which focus on the Asia 

Pacific region. Project activities include the 3R initiative, initiatives on waste management and recycling, national 

capacity building through the development of eco-industrial park (EIP) policy and guidelines, policy development for 

resource efficiency and a life cycle approach for products and services. Collaboration with IGOs and research 

institutes needs to be strengthened to promote the 3Rs. 



Junya Fujimoto, Creation of New Industry Industrial Promotion Department, Economic Affairs Bureau, City of 

Kawasaki

Mr. Junya Fujimoto from the Kawasaki City Government detailed the four concepts of the Kawasaki Eco-Town and 

subsidies of five of the six core resource recycling facilities in the Kawasaki Coastal Industrial Zone. Some examples: 

the plastic recycling facility was introduced which produces feedstock for ammonia, which is then used by the local 

government’s Clean Center waste disposal plant; and the Hard-to-Recycle Waste Paper Recycling facility produces 

toilet paper. 

Nobuko Saigusa, Secretary, Japan for Sustainability

Ms. Nobuko Saigusa introduced the NGO Japan for Sustainability which distributes environmental information in 

English on activities originating in Japan and collects feedback. Collaborative initiatives by the government and 

citizens include the Kawasaki Environment Partnership Committee and a training program called the Community 

Environmental Leadership Program, which has led to many other networking opportunities. The graduates of the 

training program become facilitators of additional programs such as the Kawasaki Future Network. 


