How do | find a place to take care of my child?

In Japan, childcare facilities are basically divided into kindergartens*' and nursery schools.*?

* 1 includes kindergartens authorized as educational facilities and the kindergarten part of certified centers for
early childhood education and care

* 2 authorized nursery schools, the nursery school part of certified centers for early childhood education and
care, and regional childcare services (small-scale childcare, home-like childcare, attached nursery schools)

Kindergartens (—see pg.6, 1 (3) are facilities created to provide education for children as
young as 3 years old during the day from around 9am to around 2pm. Some kindergartens
provide childcare services for some time before and after their educational program, so that
children can attend even if their parents work.

To enroll your child in a kindergarten, apply directly to the desired facility. You will need to pay

the kindergarten's fees before the child begins attending.

Financial support is available to assist with childcare fees*3. For details please enquire at the
kindergarten.

* 3 This refers to the basic monthly fee. Depending on the kindergarten you may also have to pay for
lunches, educational materials, childcare before and after the educational program, etc.

Nursery schools are child welfare facilities that take care of children during the day when their
guardians cannot because, for example, both parents work. Here we will refer to them as
nursery schools etc. (=see pg.3, 1 (1)) Different facilities take children at different ages. The
hours they will take care of a child depend on the needs of the family.

To enroll your child in nursery school, apply at your local ward office or district health and social

welfare station. The ward office, etc. *4

will determine your eligibility to use one of these
facilities.
* 4 Kawasaki Ward Office, Daishi District Health and Social Welfare Station, Tajima District Health and
Welfare Station (check page 9 to confirm which applies to where you live.)

Childcare fees are free for children age 3 and up; for those under 3 years of age the fees are
determined by how much the family pays in taxes.

Kawasaki City receives many applications for nursery school, and many people have to be
turned away. Many documents are required for one’s application for nursery school, and if they
aren’t all included in good order the application will not be accepted. The first step is to go to your
ward office, etc. and get a thorough explanation of the process.

Certified centers for early childhood education and care*®

are a new type of facility which
provides both education and childcare. Application and enroliment procedures, fees etc. are
different between the kindergarten part (see pg.6, 1 (3)) and the nursery school part, but children in
the nursery school part who are 3 years old and up can participate in education just as the children
in the kindergarten part can.

* 5 Some of these centers are “unified kindergarten-daycare types” which combine the characteristics of

kindergartens and nursery schools in one facility, while others are “kindergarten-types” which are basically

kindergartens which also provide childcare to children who need it.
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In addition, there are childcare facilities to which one applies directly rather than through the
ward office etc. There are non-authorized nursery schools*® (see p.5, 1 (2)) which
concentrate on childcare, and preschools (facilities similar to kindergartens) which concentrate on
education.

These are more expensive than nursery schools, but some financial support is available for the
childcare fees of some of them (Kawasaki City-approved nursery schools)

* 6 Kawasaki City-approved nursery schools, “Onakama” nursery rooms, industry-sponsored nursery schools,
and local day-care centers

In addition, if you work just a few days a week and need childcare only for those days, or if you
need childcare temporarily for reasons of iliness or something you have to do, there is a system for
spot daycare (see p.7, 2).

There are various choices available depending you why you need childcare, when and how long
you need it, your family finances, etc. Please think about what sort of childcare facility will meet
your family’s needs.

Facilities and services separated by age, # of days of care/week, etc.

| want my child to
attend temporarily

- - = -

| want my child to attend daily

age 0 to 2 years age 3 to 5 years age 0 to 5 years
Apply at ward office or Apply at ward office or Apply directly to the Apply directly to the
branch office branch office desired facility desired facility
©small-scale childcare | | o authorized nursery ©kindergartens ©Spot daycare at
©home-like childcare schools O)certified centers for authorized nursery
©attached nursery Ogcertified centers for early early childhood education schools
schools childhood education and and care (kindergarten

— care (nursery school part) part)
If admission has
been deferred:

Non-authorized nursery
schools

Non-authorized nursery schools

Al Gl LD Ui Apply directly to the desired facility Apply directly to the desired
desired facility facility
Ol e ©Kawasaki City-approved nursery schools ©*“Refresh Daycare” at
rooms si€Youmay apply f | | 5.5 psidy of 5,000 - ¥20,000 per month available Kawasaki City-approved
you have already applied to nursery schools
and been deemed eligible to (conditions apply)
use a nursery school

Other non-authorized nursery schools Apply directly to the desired facility

© Industry sponsored nursery schools © Preschools (facilities similar to kindergartens)

© Local day-care centers




* Fees differ between facilities and services.
*If at all possible, visit the facility you are interested in with your child and speak to people there before
applying.
% If you are considering using childcare, please visit your ward office as soon as possible and learn all
about the process.
1 If you want your child to attend on a daily basis:
(1) Nursery schools, etc.
[Confirming your need for childcare]
Families may apply only if they have a need for childcare because, for example, both parents
work 64 hours or more per month.
Even if the parents are not working yet, if they are looking for work the family may apply on
that basis. In this case the parents must be working at least 64 hours a month within 2 months
of the child enrolling in the childcare facility.

Reason for needing childcare Period of childcare available
1 | Working 64 hours or more per month period childcare is needed before child enters elementary schoc
2 | Pregnancy/childbirth about 2 months before and after date baby is due
3 | lliness, injury, or physical or mental handicap of guardian period childcare is needed before child enters elementary schoc
4 | guardians caring for a close relative in home or hospital period childcare is needed before child enters elementary schoc
5 | recovering from disaster until disaster recovery is expected to be complete
6 | looking for work or preparing to start a new business two months or less
7 ag:FgTogbuniversity or vocational training school in order to help period parent(s) attend university or vocational training school
8 | risk of abuse or domestic violence period childcare is needed before child enters elementary schoc
the mayor has determined that a condition equivalent to one of
9 H::g ggm gefav?eo\?fo??ﬁgi;ﬁ?;swrgﬁcla(irr;gbgy;ducsaerf)fgfgizﬁfgefr%rg period childcare is needed before child enters elementary schoc
guardians are considerably lacking in ability to raise their child,

© Days and times nursery schools operate:
» Monday through Saturday (closed Sundays, Holidays and Dec. 29 to Jan. 3)
» from 7:00 or 7:30am to 7:00 or 8:00pm
* Hours vary between facilities, so confirm before applying.
* Childcare after 6:00 or 6:30pm increases the monthly fee.

* Families are not authorized to use childcare the entire time the facility is open, but only during

those days and times childcare is necessary for that family. Those looking for work may use

childcare a maximum of 8 hours.
© Childcare fees (per month)
» Children age 0 — 2 years are charged ¥0 to ¥82,800 depending on what the family pays
in taxes; children 3 years and older are free.
© How to apply
In Japan, both companies and schools begin the new year in April.
> Children normally enter daycare on April 15t (please confirm the exact schedule with the
ward office etc.)
® applications accepted until about November (preliminary application) — initial
investigation (screening)
® results of the initial screening are announced around the end of January
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® from early February, secondary applications are due (the ward office, etc. conducts
follow-up investigations)
| if the family is provisionally accepted
® in February and March, after a medical examination and an interview at the facility,

final decisions on admission
(If you cannot attend these, you absolutely cannot get your child into a nursery

school. You need to be in Japan during February and March.)

» for admission on or after May 1st
® Apply by the 10™ of the month before you want to start sending your child to nursery

school.

* If the 10t of the month is a Saturday, Sunday or holiday, then apply by the last day previous
to the 10t that city offices are open.

* Applications are accepted at any time during the year, but if there is no space available your
child will not be able to attend.

* If your child cannot get into nursery school from the month desired, they will be deferred. If
a space opens up at the desired facility, your application will be reconsidered. If your

application has not been withdrawn, it remains effective until March.

Advice for those applying to start in April O
About applying

In Kawasaki City a lot of people apply to use nursery schools etc. and many applicants are unsuccessful.

When you apply, under “desired facilities” write in as many places as possible within the limits of what is
reasonable given your commute.

Applications are accepted at any time during the year, but almost all spaces are typically allocated by April,
so in fact it is very difficult to get your child into nursery school mid-year.

Be sure to confirm this year’s deadline for the preliminary applications, and meet it.

Various forms and documents are needed for your application, so if at all possible visit your ward office,

etc. by October to get a full explanation of the process, and complete your application in good time.

Advice for those applying to start in April @
About choosing facilities
When considering a nursery school, be sure to confirm what age children it serves, what hours it takes care
of children, etc.
It is not possible to drop off and pick up children at these facilities by car. Think about how long it will take
to bring your child to and from the place, how you will handle rainy days, etc. when looking into a facility.

Before applying to a nursery school, visit the place with your child going to and from it the same way you

will if you get in. Being able to check out the facility and its atmosphere, getting an explanation of how things
work there, etc. will help ease any worries and aid in smoothly adapting to the place after your child starts
going there

Please contact the facility before going for a visit. In September and October a lot of people go to look at

these places, and you might not be able to reserve a time to do so. Reserve your time as soon as possible.
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Advice for those applying to start in April ®
Consider what you will do if you are turned down

Consider ahead of time what you will do if you cannot get your child into a nursery school.

It is recommended that you look into using a non-authorized nursing school, a kindergarten, or
another alternative while considering your child’s age and the work situations of people in your
household.

The application process and deadlines, fees etc. are different for these places than for the nursery
schools, etc, so confirm these things with the places you are interested in.  If you apply early, it's
possible you will be able to reserve a place in one of these facilities. In some cases, however, you will

not receive a refund if you cancel your contract, so make sure you understand all conditions.

(2) Non-authorized nursery schools and preschools

© Days and hours of operation
© Fees
© Application process and deadlines
» These differ between facilities, so confirm with the ones you want to apply to.
» Some facilities are closed for long vacations, such as summer vacation.
» With some facilities, it can be advantageous to apply early (but in some cases fees are
not refunded if you cancel.)
© Merits etc.
» Even if your need for childcare has not been officially confirmed you can still apply.
> If your need for childcare has been officially confirmed, children aged 3 and up are
eligible for a subsidy of up to ¥37,000. Children under age 3 can have their fees
exempted from residence tax.
» Some of these facilities emphasize education or sports.
> Some facilities offer pick-up and drop-off services (for an additional fee.)

Advice for those applying to start in April @
Kawasaki City-approved nursery schools
Kawasaki City-approved nursery schools are non-authorized nursery schools which have met
criteria set by the City regarding facilities, qualifications of childcare workers, etc. They are
partially subsidized, and at least once a year a specialist from the City visits them for an on-site
inspection and issues guidance as necessary.
Families whose need for childcare has been officially confirmed may be eligible for assistance
with the childcare fees (up to ¥20,000/month).




Advice for those applying to start in April ®
Ten points for finding a good childcare facility
Non-authorized nursery schools vary in the quality of their facilities, workers, care provided,
etc. so the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare has set down 10 checkpoints for finding a

good childcare facility.

Ten points for finding a good childcare facility:
recommendations from the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare
(from the above Ministry’s website)

@ First gather information & Check out the children at @ When you start using the
@ Visit facilities of interest the facility facility, check everything
@ Don't judge simply by ® Check out the workers at again
appearances the facility Be forthright about any
@ Actually enter the (@ Check out the facility doubts or dissatisfactions
facility and look around itself (equipment, layout, you have

condition, etc.)
Ask about the policies of
the facility

( 3) Kindergartens,
Certified centers for early childhood education and care (kindergarten part)

© Days and hours of operation
» Education-oriented time is Monday through Friday from @ 9am to @ 2pm.
> These institutions decide when to close for vacations, for example during summer or for
winter or spring break.
* Days and hours can vary between facilities, so please confirm them directly.
* Some of these places offer daycare before and/or after the ‘school’ time, or during summer
vacation etc.
© Monthly fees
> Fees vary between institutions. Support of up to ¥25,700 is available to assist with the
monthly fees.
> Other fees may also be charged at the beginning, such as an enroliment fee or uniform
fee. Additional fees may be charged separately by the month, such as for educational
materials, lunch, or daycare outside of the education period.
© Application schedule
» About summertime school visits are received and explanatory sessions are held.
> Around the middle of October application forms are sent out.
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> On or after November 1%t applications are due, and entry procedures proceed.
* For detailed schedules contact the facilities you are interested in directly.
* Quite soon after your child’s enroliment is confirmed the entry fee, etc. comes due.

© Merits etc.

» Each institution has its own ideas about education, and its characteristic policies.
* Some of them are run by religious groups.

» Many of them have school buses that pick up and drop off students.

» Some serve lunch (one to five times per week), while at others students bring their own
lunch.

» Many of them require students to wear uniforms, carry matching bags, etc.

Y

At most of them there is an active parents’ association.
» There are times when parents would participate in events held on weekdays.

Advice for those applying to start in April ®
Finding childcare that meets your family’s needs

If you absolutely must get your child into a nursery school etc., you have the option to temporarily put

your child into a non-authorized nursery school and go on the waiting list. You’re not guaranteed to get

into the place you were hoping for, but points will accrue on your application for the period you were
working and utilizing a non-authorized nursery school, so it could be to your advantage.
If you wish to stay home and raise your child while they are a baby and then go back to work part-time

when they get a little older, you could put them in kindergarten once they turn three years old. In some

cases the parents can work 5-6 hours per day by using the kindergarten’s childcare services before
and/or after the school hours.
Think carefully about how you will work and what your educational aims for your child are, and apply

for childcare that will meet your family’s needs.

2 If you want to use childcare from time to time:

© Spot daycare
For parents or guardians who commute to work or school just a few times a week, or for reasons

of iliness or ceremonial occasions or the like are from time to time unable to take care of a child at
home, there is a system of spot daycare at authorized nursery schools.
» Days and hours of operation
® Monday through Friday from 8:30am to 5pm (some facilities have different days and/or
times, so confirm this with the place you are considering using)
» Daily fees
® children under 1 year old: ¥2,900/day; at least 1 but less than 3 years old: ¥2,500/day;
3 years old and up: ¥1,500/day
* Please confirm the details of any charges for things like lunches or snacks with the facility in

question




» Application procedure
® Advance registration is required (apply directly to the facility.)
*  One child may be registered with only one facility.

*  In some cases too many people may try to register a child at a given facility, and you will not

be able to do so.

Advice on using spot daycare at regular intervals ©
Facilities fill up quickly in April, so contact the one you want to use as soon as possible
and make sure there’s a place for your child.
At some Kawasaki City-approved nursery schools you can pay a monthly fee for “Refresh
Daycare” which you can use 1 to 3 times a week.
Some kindergartens offer daycare service for their pupils before and after the school

hours.

Information current at time of writing (10 / 2020)




Areas within Kawasaki Ward Office District (JI[I&X %)

JHET Asahicho i Ikeda #>1 Isago BRETAN Ekimaehoncho #2M] Enokicho
KK Oshima K5 _EFT Oshimakamicho /)NIIAT Ogawacho /N 1 0da 1

H# Kaizuka #H] Kyomachi #ill] Sakaimachi Fif A Shimonamiki

)13 Shinkawadori i AKHET Suzukicho R Tsutsumine 15 Nakajima
H#MT Nisshincho M H W] Higashidacho & 1" Fujimi 2T Horinouchicho
KET Honcho #M] Minatocho FM] Minamicho = Hijfi] Miyamaecho

= AHT Miyamotocho 7t A Motogi M Watarida

% H 1L £ R Wataridasannocho i HI#TH] Wataridashincho

JEM AT Wataridahigashicho

FEEmET  Wataridamukaicho

Areas within Daishi Branch Office District (F<Efi=ZFF)

#h_ 587 Tkegamishincho 24T Isecho % /&HT Ukishimacho 71!l Egawa
JIlH & Kawanakajima #1% Kannon /INEH] Kojimacho it Shiohama
i4Fn Showa HMET Tamachi KAfERAT Daishiekimae KHAfi{A[Ji{ Daishigawara
KAfiZ2 & Daishikoen  KAfBT Daishimachi  KAIAHT Daishihoncho

B M Daimachi /ST Chidoricho k¥ Dekino T Tonomachi

A Nakaze H5/ Higashiogishima #F9R Higashimonzen

H / H Hinode J#l Fujisaki 7K{LHT Mizuecho 4%t Yako

PUA W] Yotsuyakamicho DU FHET Yotsuyashimocho

Areas within Tajima Branch Office District (H&3FT)

A H Asada {E&EFH] Asanocho i EMT Ikegamicho iB43H] Oiwakecho

FSH] Ogimachi KJIIH] Okawacho F& /s Ogishima /INH 2~70da 2~7
/NS Odasakae  #il/% i# Kokandori #4748 Sakuramoto 4] Shiraishicho
M EHT Tajimacho M2 Tanabeshinden 7#:H] Hamacho

7% FH T Minamiwataridacho




